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It was said that most of the ship was perforated horizontally by 
stovepipe-sized tubes, and that there was a great propeller at the 
rear, with eight blades, and a small electric motor. The article claim- 
ed to know the motive power of what they clearly considered an 
alien spacecraft. Much of the rest of this article is taken up with 
that description. 

The second to the last paragraph in the main article, sums up 
the alien nature of the spacecraft. 

“It seems to be the general impression that the ship hailed from 
Mars, and if this is the case, other ships of which there seem to 
be several hundred, will eventually alight without fatal results to 
the operators and the secret of aerial navigation will be solved.” 

Here is one of those rare instances during the 1896-1897 flap 
when there was talk of hundreds, or a fleet, of airships. Most of 
the airship stories of the time seemed to’indicate, that there was 
опе, perhaps two, airships at the most. And yet the entire perlod 
includes several Canadian provinces, and dozens of American 
states. From British Columbia and California, to Texas, Georgia, 
South Dakota, Quebec, Ohio to New York state came reports of 
strange craft in the sky. 

The rest of the Jefferson Bee article is a landmine of informa- 
tion, and describes other airship encounters in Greene County, 
lowa. A reporter named “Truthful James” claimed to have a 40 
foot airship in custody, and was feeding three unknown beings. 
He claimed to have crippled the craft and, with the aid of his sons, 
captured these obviously alien creatures, near Scranton. ‘Truth- 
ful’ was a popular nickname during the airship era. 

Near Churdan a man who signed his name ‘Veritas’ (truth or 
Truthful, again) said an airship hovered over his house, it's inhab- 
itants making a lot of noise. He took a shot at it, and the airship 
landed, falling on it's side, with no sign of life aboard. His son cov- 
ered the craft with a gun. 

“Along about one o'clock,” Veritas reports, “а multi-armed and 
legged creature straddled out of the square tower, but the boy fired 
into the air and the creature scrambled back. This morning I dug 
up the balls discharged by the ship, and find them about four in- 
ches in diameter and of a yellowish metal, and unaffected by acid. 
The airship appears to be made of some soft metal and is very 
ingeniously constructed. It will pay people to come miles to see it.” 

‘Another short article about an airship near Rippey followed. This 
опе was signed “George Washington.” This seems yet another 


attempt at using supposed truthfulness. Truthful James, Veritas, 
and now George Washington who, according to legend, could 
not tell a lie. 

The Rippey airship was downed too. The description matches 
that of the other Greene County airships, not surprisingly. Then 
the creatures are described. 

“Several things, rather larger than a man, having half a dozen 
arms and legs each, have been working to fix the business up, 
but they had had poor success. The creatures, wherever they hail 
from, are very queer acting, having some sort of reversible head, 
no matter what their position their face Is always toward you.” 

He thought that the creatures might starve, and asked that the 
county supervisors do something. 

Then there was supposedly another airship seen near Cooper. 
Aman who signed his name ‘Old Honesty’ claimed to have heard 
a very loud crash near his house. He claimed that his son found 
a huge hole in the Coon River, and that the water was emptying 
into it. 

A final closing paragraph, which I will quote in whole, will give 
you a good idea of whether or not to believe these tales. 

“The airship editor of The Bee is sick and the regular editors 
have had to handle this matter as best they could, without that 
valuable technical knowledge of lying that would have enabled 
the making of a really highly-ornamented fake. But we have done 
the best we could; presented the main points and we believe the 
public will accept the will for the deed.” 

One of the most well-known supposed airship. crashes of that 
era was said to have occurred at Aurora, Texas on April 17, 1897. 

The story of the day goes that at 6 A.M., residents of Aurora 
saw the airship overhead. It was traveling very near the ground, 
headed due north. It was speculated at the time that the airship’s 
machinery was out of order, was traveling at barely 10 to 12 miles 
per hour, and was gradually floating toward the ground. 

It was said that the airship flew over the town square, and end- 
ed up crashing in the north part of town. One Judge Proctor’s 
windmill was crashed into, the debris destroying a water tank and 
his flower garden. 

There was only the pilot aboard, and he was badly disfigured. 
The Dallas Morning News said, on April 19: “Mr. T.J. Weems, 
the U.S. Signal Service officer at this place and an authority on 
astronomy, gives it as his opinion that he (the pilot) was a native 
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of the planet Mars. 

Papers found on his person — evidently the records of his travels 
— are written in some unknown hieroglyphics and cannot be de- 
ciphered.” 

The ship was said to be so badly destroyed that it’s power source 
was unknown. The airship was made of an unknown metal, and 
weighed several tons. It was said that the alien pilot would be buried 
at noon the next day. 

When the story was rediscovered in the 1970's, it became an 
Instant cause celebre. People naturally wanted to find the body 
of this alien pilot, but none was ever found. 

Daniel Cohen in his book on airships (The Great Airship Mystery: 
A UFO of the 1890's; Dodd, Mead & Co., 1981, pp. 103-121) 
says that the article was submtited by F.E. Hayden, a stringer who 
wanted to publicize Aurora, which was in danger of being missed 
by the train, and becoming a dead town. 

In the 1970's APRO (the Aerial Phenomena Research Organi- 
zation, Inc.) said that a Dr. Alfred E. Kraus, then Director of the 
Kilgore Research Institute at West Texas State University, founc 
nothing but ordinary, and very human, artifacts there. 

Judge Proctor really existed, but no local evidence of the crash 
existed. Cohen says that, in 1973, someone supposedly stole a 
tomb-stone in Aurora, that had a crudely drawn airship on It. 
Cohen goes on to say, however, that there was no T.J. Weems 
of the Signal Service, but there was a town blacksmith named 
Weems. 

The story has a hint of hoax about it, however, the stolen tomb- 
stone, if true, deserves further investigation. Do we have a real 
case of alien visitation here? 

‘Another in the published alien/airship-crash articles of that 
period is the now well-known calf-napping near LeRoy, Kansas, 
which is said to have happened around April 19, 1897. The Yates 
Center, Kansas Farmer's Advocate reported it, with an affidavit 
signed by eleven men, supposedly attesting to witness Alexander 
Hamilton's veracity, on April 23, 1897. 

Hamilton, who was a farmer near Vernon, reported hearing 
some noises among his cattle, thinking that his bulldog was 
chasing them. He saw an airship above the cattle lot, and called 
his tenant, one Ged Heslip, and Hamilton's son Will. It descend- 
ed to 30 feet above the lot. They were 50 yards from it, and said 
it was cigar-shaped and 300 feet long, a carriage beneath. The 
carriage had panels that looked like glass. There were lights, in- 
cluding a large searchlight, of red and green. 

“It was occupied by six of the strangest beings I ever saw,” Ham- 
ilton was reported as saying. “There were two men, а woman and 
three children. They were jabbering together but we could not un- 
derstand a syllable they sald.” Clearly he was saying they were 
alien, without saying it directly. 

They saw a great turbine, some 30 feet in diameter, which be- 
gan making a buzzing noise. Over a three year old heifer it hover- 
ed, which would weigh quite a bit. The heifer was making a bit 
of nolse, because a cable was wrapped around her. Supposedly 
the three tried to cut the wires, but the heifer was lifted away. 

Hamilton said he searched for the heifer the next day, but 
couldn't find it. A certain Lank Thomas was said to have found 
the hide, legs and head of the calf, the next day in his field. 

‘As stated earlier, there was a notarized affidavit at the end of 
the article, but this doesn't mean a thing. 

Jerome Clark, well-known airship researcher and editor of Fate 
Magazine, said that he found evidence of the existence of a “Liar's 
Club,” called “Ananias”, in which Hamilton, the editor of the Farm- 
er's Advocate, and the men who signed the affidavit, made up 
the story. This evidence was obtained from an Ethel L. Shaw, who 
at the time was a young girl, and knew the Hamilton’s. 

Additional evidence that Hamilton was a practical joker, comes 
from the May 7, 1897, issue of the Neosho Falls Post. 1 came across 
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this several years ago. The quote, in full, below. 

“We have heard considerable comment during the past few days 
among some of the old settlers about the wonderful experience 
of Alex Hamilton with the airship, and the prevailing opinion is, 
that he must have been under the same ‘SPELL’ that he was, when 
Horace Greeley (who died in 1872) appeared to him in a vision sO 

One of my personal favorites is what I like Yo call “the ultimate 
traveling salesman story”. That is the story of St. Louis, Missouri 
salesman William Н. Hopkins. 

Supposedly the man was driving in the countryside east of 
Springfield, Missouri, when he happened upon an airship. Hop- 
kins described the airship as being raised on four legs, with two 
huge wheels or propellers lying horizontally; one at the rear, the 
other up front. It was sald to be twenty feet long, the vessel, and 
8 feet in diameter, with the propellers 6 feet in diameter. 

Hopkins next described a beautiful female being, of under med- 
jum height, and exquisite to look at. 

“She was dressed in nature’s garb and her golden hair, wavy 
and glossy, hung to her waist, unconfined excepting by a band 
of glistening jewels that bound it back from her forehead,” Hop- 
kins wrote. “The jewels threw out rays of light as she moved her 
head. She was plucking the little flowers that were just blooming 
from the sod, with exclamations of delight and in a language I could 
not understand. Her voice was like low, silvery bells and her laught- 
er rang out like their chimes. In one hand she carried a fan of cur- 
ious design that she fanned herself vigorously with, though to me 
the air was not warm and I wore an overcoat.” 

This long, moving, descriptive and loving ode was written of 
the obviously alien female. Compare that with the description he 
gives below of her male companion. 

“In the shade of a vessel lay a man of noble proportions and 
majestic countenance. His hair of dark auburn fell to his shoulders 
in wavy masses and his full beard of the same color, but lighter 
in shade, reached to his breast. He also was fanning himself with 
a curious fan as if the heat oppressed him.” . 

Short and sweet. No long paen here. He goes on to wonder 
if they are Adam and Eve, returned to Earth. 

Various movements on the part of the three, and threatening 
gestures are gotten into, and he writes about finally getting to be 
understood, or so he thought, through sign language and simple 
gestures. He talks about where they possibly came from. 

“I asked them by signs where they came from, but it was diffi 
cult to make them understand. Finally they seemed to do so anc 
smiling they gazed upwards for a moment, as if looking for som 
particular point, and then pointed upwards, pronouncing a wort 
which, to my Imagination, sounded like Mars.” 

He describes the inside of an airship that sounds somewhat ultra 
modern. It contained beautiful robes, balls suspended from th 
ceiling, and a strip of metal which vibrated when struck. He sal 
the balls had a soft, white light coming from them, and decorate 
with beautiful scenes. 

He described the propellers, and strips of metal which, whe 
touched, made some more balls rotate rapidly. 

The aliens, being nude, were said to be curious about his clott 
ing, feeling them. But the alienness of the two cultures came t 
the fore, and Hopkins jumped out of the airship. He wrote h 
letter to the St, Louis Post-Dispatch from Muskogee, India 
Territory. 

Of all the stories recounted here of aliens and airship crashe 
it seems to be that Hopkins’ experience is the most promising, : 
a close encounter of some sort, the incident being very similar 
the events told by our more modern-day UFO contactees. 

This all shows that people from Mars and other worlds, — re 
or not — were a topic of conversation in late 19th century Americ 
just as all sorts of ETs continue to be the subject of serious deba 
in today’s era of walking on the moon. 
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Newspapers of the day often carried stories and Illustrations 
of mysterlous airships. 


before it took off. The occupants made a desperate attempt to not 
be seen, and threw out two boulders of unknown composition, 
perhaps our first plece of physical evidence that these vehicles were 
of possible extraterrestrial origin. The occupants were described 
as “two queer-looking persons.” 

Around the mid-part of April there was a supposed airship crash 
near the town of Jefferson, lowa. All I could find were four 
sentences in several newspapers, giving the bare minimum of in- 
formation. A clip from the Iowa State Register on page one is what 
was published all over the country at that time, dated April 17, 
1897. 

“Jefferson, April 16. — Special: A local paper this morning print- 
ed a lurid story concerning an airship which was alleged to have 
plunged into the earth north of town. Before noon a number of 
people had actually visited the place to see the hole.” 

That was all that I could find in my voluminous files on early 
airship stories. The story intrigues me for three reasons. One, it 
concerned an airship crash; two, It seemed to be unresearched; 
and three, Jefferson, lowa is my wife's hometown. 

So I got the idea to ask my wife the name of Jefferson's news- 
paper. Many of the newspapers In small towns back then, later 
on merged, and became one newspaper. Many small towns had 
at least two papers. One of the names in the modern Jefferson, 
lowa newspaper was the Bee, so І ordered a microfilm of their 
April 1897 issues. 

The microfilm arrived quickly, and I soon found what 1 was look- 
ing for. Now 1 am particularly proud of this discovery of mine, 
since I believe 1 am the first airship researcher to come across the 
whole story of the Jefferson, lowa airship crash. At least I haven't 
found any articles by other researchers to tell me otherwise. 

The April 15, 1897 Issue of the Jefferson Bee was a goldmine 
of information on the supposed crash, and a bunch of other air- 
ship sightings in Greene County, lowa, where Jefferson is located. 
There on the front page in columns one to two, are the main story 
of the crash. 

It may be that the Jefferson airship can be accounted for by what 
I call “anticipation.” That is, the local newspapers were reporting 
on airships being seen all over the country, so people in Jefferson 
expected, or anticipated, that one would visit them, sooner or later. 
1 will quote the third paragraph of the article, in full, which ap- 
pears to confirm this theory. 
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“Two hundred nervous Jeffrson people scanned the horizon Sat- 
urday night. They looked for an airship. Along about 9:30 one 
came cavorting along the etherial domain like a wash tub on a 
mill pond.” 

So people in Jefferson actually were waiting to see an airship, 
and did see one. In my self-imposed job as an airship researcher, 
I have come across many such incidents of anticipation. One ma- 
jor incident I recall being in Duluth, Minnesota, where people were 
waiting on the rooftops, and claimed to have seen a whole fleet 
of airships. 

Don't get me wrong, 1 am one of many modern day people 
who have seen a U.F.O.; I admit it freely. There Is no shame in 
seeing strange lights or shapes in the sky. But one must remem- 
ber that in the 1890's, anything went, as far as newspaper stories 
were concerned. It was looked upon by people as normal prac- 
tice for newspapers to lie, call people names, and create hoaxes. 
It was “high literature,” newspaper-style, and no one less thar 
Edgar Allen Poe himself had been the author of an airship/balloor 
hoax in the 1840's. 

Back to Jefferson, lowa, however. Airship sightings were go 
ing on all over the state of lowa, and, indeed, all over the coun 
try. It seems that the Jefferson airship was doing some seeming 
fancy aerial acrobatics, some two or three miles above the ground 
At least, that is what it seemed to be. The crowd below cheered 

The airship reportedly had a white light at it's bow, that chang 
ed to green when it would go in reverse. Then it became a hug! 
pinwheel shape, being green, red and white in turns, which blend 
ed into a beautiful circular disc. It kept undulating and weaving 
as if on the ocean. 

It became steady, and the white light fixed, and Increased i 
size. Someone said, “the airship is headed for the earth,” and 
did. It became a ball of pure white light, and looked to be the siz 
of the moon, then became smaller, and rushed toward the eart 
at a high rate of speed. The concussion was said to tremble house: 
throw children from beds and break panes of glass. 

Men then ran out of their houses, vainly looking for the sp 
where the airship had crashed. The next day, Sunday, a larg 
search party set off to look for the airship crash site. There we 
a hole, said to be twenty feet in diameter, some distance “on th 
east side of Mahlon Head's celery patch adjacent to the Nort! 
western depot.” 

Ropes with heavy iron weights at one end were brought to tt 
hole. The rope went down one hundred feet, before it hit the a 
ship. The rope was brought back up and a loop tied in it. A sear 
began for a volunteer to go down and see what was in the airsht 

A local newspaper man (the Bee editor perhaps?) was lowere 
bearing а lantern, cold chisel, drill and hammer. He even carrii 
a Volupuk dictionary. Volupuk was a man-made language, lil 
Esperanto. So at this time it seems as if they thought the airsh 
inhabitants to be Earth-bound humans. 

Much ridiculous things crowd the article, before he is broug 
back up to describe the airship. It's rear end was blunt, like t 
burning end of a cigar, but an eighteen inch square door was four 
and he chiseled at them, and pried them open. 

The interior of the airship was sald to be an oblong chamb 
eight feet square, and eighty feet long. This room was іп the t 
per part of the airship, and elegant to behold. It supposedly h 
plush and fancy woods, many conveniences, and a movable с‹ 
ning tower, like a submarine. 

There were said to be four dead bodies inside the craft, pr 
ably male, who were jammed, almost to a pulp. | will partially qu 
a paragraph that describes the ‘beings’. 

“The beings were somewhat larger than earthly inhabitants, 2 
each seemed to have a face on each side of the head, two $ 
of arms and legs, evidently so as to locomote forward or back w 
out necessitating turning around.” 
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